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Prva faza: Seme

Seme je veliCine
klikera. Zeleno
JEZEro, Zvano »srce«,
1zgleda kao da lebdi.
U stvari, povezano je
hiljadama nevidljivih
niti za koru koja
potseca na kavez.

Seme pustiti da se
otkotrlja na dno kanala,
pa rupu pazljivo
zatrpati.

Potrebno je strogo se pri-
drzavati rezima zalivanja.
Na kalendaru se vidi
kojim danima treba seme
diskretno zalitl.

Sadi se u meko peskovi-
to tlo. Rupa se moze
iskopati prstom pod
uglom od 45°.
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Druga faza: Krila

Posle dve nedelje
dva listica

1zbijaju 1z _
zemlje. Dvadesetog dana 1z-

laze jo$ dva i1zdanka.

Listovi se pretvore
u krila, a 1zdanci
u oCl.

Dostigavsi zrelost druge
faze, stvorenje Ce vizue-
Inim putem ispitati
visinu prostorije. Uz
pomoc¢ nogu 1 krila
premestace se dok visina
1znad njega ne bude naj-
manje » m.

Krila nastala od listova.

Telo 1iCi na guzvu
korenja, unutar kojih
se nalaze skrivene
kese.

Rep predstavlja
atavizam 1
nema nikakvu
funkciju.

Noge nastale od korenja.




After two weeks,
two small leaves "?r;‘n .
pop uﬂgom the o ﬂF'h 9
rouvnd. the 20t
3 N2 more shoots ap, \
Reaching maturity
in the 21%& phase.
the creature visual-
\ ly examines the
heifﬂ: of the room.
With the help of its

wings and legs it
displaces itself un-
til the space above

it is at least Tft.




Treca faza: Balon 3

Kese unutar tela

pocinju da se pune

vazduhom. Vazduh se greje toplotom tela
1 stvorenje se polago dize nagore.

Posle nekoliko dana telo Odgajivacima se
je veliko 1 1i¢1 na balon. preporucuje da
pricvrste jedan
od korenova za
podlogu, da m.
ne bi odleteo.

Kad se krila osuse

1 otpadnu, to znacl
Krila 1 korenovi zakrzljavaju, a da je ova faza

pipci s ofima se umnozavaju. zavrsena.




Several
becomes

to fill with 2ir. The air is_mrﬁed by
the temperature of the body,so the
creature slowly rises upwards.

after, its body | It 15;1 Igﬁt:llg pecain-

e,resembling
Vi e ® Mo breeders tie

down one of
the roots to
prevent it

from drifting away




Cetvrta faza: Insekt

Kad mu otpadnu krila, stvore-

nje pada na zemlju 1 razdvaja se
na mnostvo bi¢a koja potseca-

ju na insekte. Odgajivaci treba

da uoce jedinku zlatno-zutog te-
la, s dva mala peraja 1 da ga uhva-

Noge, koje su se razvile

unutar balona pocinju da

se brzo krecu. Svi insekt

1stovremeno beze, svaki na
sVoju stranu.

te. Ostali insekti Ce se osusiti 1 uginuti za 1o minuta!

Peraja lice na riblja

Neparan

broj nogu
uzrok je
nespretnog
sepavog hoda.
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The legs,which have dev-
elop msn'le. the balloon
start to move rapidly. The

insects to escape in
loon falls down on the ground f;luw dire e

breaking up inte 2 number

of beings that resemble insects.

Breeders should find and capture

the one with a golden-yellow
body and two small fins.

The rest of the ingects will dry up & drop demi inlﬂmm.'
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Peta faza: Riba

S

Stvorenje pazljivo ubaciti
u flasSu punu umereno
slane vode.

Oko se postepeno usaduje
u telo.

Krajevi nogu pretvaraju se
u peraja

Flasu
ostaviti
otvorenu.

Stvorenje upija vodu celom
povrsinom koze 1 raste.

Kad
nestane
vode, flasu okrenuti
horizontalno.

I.




Put the creature carefully
into a bottle full of
medivm-salty water.
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Sesta faza: Zmija 6

Takode, pojav-

ljuje se jos

neko-

U toku liko ociju.

nedelju dana

riboliko stvorenje toliko se

1zduzuje da meri skoro 2 metra. Neki odgajivaci

vole da, zabave radi,

prave »smesne grimase«

deformisuci meka usta stvorenja.

To moze bit1 veoma

Razvijaju se okrugla Opasno, pa s¢ moraju

usta nacickana koristiti debele

oStrim zubima. zastitne rukavice.

Posle transforma-
cije sam cCe 1zacl
1z flase.
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fish-like creature is so elong-
ated that it mEﬂSl.rI_I"EE 7 Flr mlength
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Some breeders
have a habit of
"Funny faces’

with its .s'o& mouth
Just for

This mayl:everj'

. danverous,
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- protective

gloves have

to be used.




Sedma faza: Uroboros ~

Ubrzo ¢e poceti da
prozdire svoj rep,
a zatim 1 celo

svoje telo.
U ovoj fazi stvorenje mora

da se izoluje zbog svoje

agresivnosti.
Na kraju, od stvorenja ostace
samo pljosnata glava koja
potse¢a na morsku zvezdu.

Oci se

zatvaraju 1

stvorenje

upada u stanje

hibernacije.

Odgajivaci

treba da

premeste m.

na ravnu, osuncanu
zemlju, oCis-

¢enu od kamenja.
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Osma faza: Drvo

1z usta zvezde i1zrasce tvrdi
1zdanak nalik na drvo. Na
vrhu ¢ce se razviu lopta
prekrivena
trnovima.

Lopta je zapravo jaje, veliCine
kokosijeg. Zasticeno je jakim
zelenim hlorofilnim trnovi-
ma koji dodatno hrane z
umance.

Svaki

trn je povezan

s jezgrom jajeta 1
hrani fetus.

Trnovi

Jaje

13




Out of the star's mouth a
tree-like hard shoot emerges.
A thorn covere

z7 ey
Actually; theball is an egg.,
1'11{ size of a chickef%’g.
It is protected by strong |
green chlorophyll thorns §=
7\ which also feed theydk §

: Each
thorn is connected

to the egdgls core
f'eealimg the feetus.
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Deveta faza: Ptica 9

Kad je razvi-
tak jajeta okon-
Can, stablo

se naglo susl.

Usled Soka prouzrokovanog
razbijanjem ljuske, pti¢
odmah pocinje da pist

1zuzetno prodorno
1z sva tri kljuna
Jaje pada na zemlju 1stovre-
1 razbija se meno.

Preporucuje se
odgajivacima da se
zaStite tamponima

za usl.

2.0




When the develop-
~ ment of the edg is
over, the sta

ing of the shell
the new born bird
shriek very loudly
out of all three

p3



Deseta faza: Rep

IO

Kad trokljuna ¢etvoronoga
ptica dostigne punu velicinu,
pocinje da joj brzo raste rep.

Rep je slican pau-
novom, ali u oku
svakog pera razvija
se seme.

Seme ne treba brati dok
perje ne dostigne jasno
ljubicastu boju.

.2
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When the three-beaked four-leg-
-ged bird reaches its full

size, its tail starbs to grow
rapidly.

A
S

|"||I

B 7]

2

S

ar to 2 peacock’s
but in the eye of
each feather,a

seed has grown.

The seed shovld not

& be picked until
the feather becomes
bright violet.
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Poslednja faza: Seme 11

Seme se

ubira

kad tanke

niti koje

drze jezgro Za vreme
u sredini postanu branja ptici

potpuno providne. vezati noge 1 kljunove.

Pravilno

ubrano semenje
moze dosti¢l veoma
visoku

cenu na trzistu.

24




H‘ =l b ’:.- I .; D -
Wﬁ::-h keep the “\# \S& £ 3 During the
core fixed become 'V picking breeders should

totally transparent. tie up the bird's beaks and legs.

3



O METAMORFU

D a li je vreme velikih otkric¢a ve¢ proslo? Ima li na Zemaljskoj kugli jo$s nekog neot-
krivenog kutka, da li se negde skrila kakva nepoznata zivotinja ili tajanstvena bilj-
ka? Ima 1i mesta fantasticnim 1 zadivljujuéim otkri¢ima u civilizaciji koja je, kako kaze
Robert Grejvz, obescastila najplemenitije oznake poezije, gde zmija, lav 1 orao spadaju u
cirkus, govedo, vepar 1 losos u konzerve, trkaci konj 1 lovacki pas u kladionice, a sveti
gaj u pilanu?  Azdaja iz Loh Nesa s pravom se krije. Onog trenutka kada bude uhvadena
postade vlasniStvo multinacionalnih kompanija: u specijalno izgradenom Nesarijumu (ili
Neslendu) zabavljace publiku vrtedi loptu na nosu i tapsuéi perajama.
a ipak, nije sve izgubljeno! Ima jo$ skrivenih tajni prirode. To pokazuje i otkrice
Rastka Ciri¢a koji nam predstavlja tajanstveno bice - metamorfa. Ciricu, iskusnom
kriptobiologu i umetniku, pripada zasluga $to je proucio, detaljno opisao i vesto ilustro-
vao sve faze u Zivotu ¢udnovatog metamorfa. Posebno je vazno sto je Cirié nepobitno
dokazao da su neki oblici Zivota, nekada posmatrani kao zasebne vrste, zapravo samo
pojedine faze razvoja jednog bi¢a - metamorfa. Naves¢u samo nekoliko primera: druga
faza u zivotu metamorfa (krilata biljka) vekovima je bila pogresno interpretirana kao
krilata mandragora. Nju je opisao jo§ Dioskorid (I vek naSe ere) u svom poznatom
farmakoloskom delu De Materia Medica. Krilata mandragora, kao lek za kozna obo-
ljenja, provlaéi se kroz Citav niz knjiga o lekovitom bilju, zaklju¢no sa Narodnim udite-
ljem Vase Pelagica, gde se protiv sramnih udova bolesti preporucuje tucana krilata man-
v dragora pomesana s uljem od miseva.
C etvrta faza metamorfa - insekt takode je, Cesto 1 neopravdano, bila brkana sa sasvim
drugim bi¢em - anatemom ili Zabom-paucarom. Jedan pogre$no identifikovan
metamorf u fazi insekta razbaskario se, tako, u entomolo$koj zbirci Univerziteta u Rigi,
izmedu Cetiri obic¢ne Zabe-paudare uhvacene u podrumima ruskog manastira Solovki (na
ostrvu u Belom moru).
Na ovom mestu, uz sve pohvale Rastku Ciri¢u, mora se napomenuti da je njegovo
tumacenje druge faze metamorfa prilicno problemati¢no. Naime, Ciri¢ smatra da je
rep krilatog bi¢a obi¢an atavizam 1 da nicemu ne sluzi. Novija eksperimentalna istrazi-
vanja opovrgavaju ovo glediSte. Saradnici Kazahstanskog poljoprivrednog instituta u
Alma- At amputirali su repove metamorfa druge faze 1 ustanovili da ni jedan bezrepi
metamorf nije presao u treu, balon-fazu. Odseceni repovi ostavljeni na vazduhu osusili

bi se, ali oni zabodeni u zemlju naduvavali su se 1 pretvarali u neobi¢ne leteée balone.
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ABOUT METAMORPH

Is the time of great discoveries already past: Is there any undiscovered corner on Earth,
is any unknown animal or mysterious plant hidden somewhere? Is there still a place
for fantastic and amazing discoveries in a civilization, as Robert Graves says, in which
the prime emblems of poetry are dishonored; in which serpent, lion and eagle belong to
the circus tent; ox, salmon and boar to the cannery; racehorse and greyhound to the bet-
ting ring; and the sacred grove to the saw mill. The Loch Ness monster is right to hide.
From the moment when it is captured, it would become the property of multinational
companies: in a specially built Nessarium (or Nessland) it will amuse the public by spin-

ning a ball on its nose and clapping its fins.

th, all is not lost! There are still some hidden secrets in nature. Rastko Cirié’s discov-

ery proves it, introducing the Metamorph - a mysterious creature. Cirié, being both
an experienced cryptobiologist and an artist, has to his credit the analysis, detailed
description and skillful illustration of all the phases in a life of the strange Metamorph.
Particularly important is Ciri¢’s irrefutable proof that some forms of life, previously
observed as separate species, are in fact specific phases of development of one single crea-
ture - the Metamorph. I will mention just a few examples: the second phase in the life of

a Metamorph (the winged plant) for centuries was misinterpreted as a winged mandrago-

ra. It was already described by Dioscorides in the st century B.C., in his famous pharma-
cological work De Materia Medica. The winged mandragora, used medically for skin

diseases, is mentioned in a number of books about medical herbs, last but not least in The

Folk Teacher by Vasa Pelagi¢, where crushed winged mandragora mixed with mouse oil

is recommended for treatment of diseases of shameful limbs.
he fourth phase of the Metamorph - the insect, was also - often unjustly - confused
with another creature - the Anathema or Spider-Frog. One wrongly identified
Metamorph in its insect phase turned up in the entomology collection of Riga
University, placed between four ordinary Spider-Frogs captured in the cellars of the
Solovki Russian monastery (on White Sea island).
Howcver, with all respect to Rastko Cirié, it must be mentioned that his interpreta-
tion of the second phase of the Metamorph causes some difficulty. Ciri¢ considers
that the tail of the winged creature is atavistic and has no function at all, whereas recent
experimental research contradicts this concept. Employees of the Kasakstan Agriculture
Institute in Alma-Ata amputated the tails of second-phase Metamorphs and found that

not a single tail-less Metamorph entered the third, balloon-phase. Their cut tails, left in a
ventilated space would dry, but those pounded into the ground blew up, transforming

themselves into strange flying balloons. It was discovered that these tails have the ability

17



Utvrdeno je da repovi imaju sposobnost apsorpcije helijuma iz zemljista, bez ¢ega je
nemogudée metamorfovo pretvaranje u trecu fazu. Balon se, prema tome, ne puni samo
toplim vazduhom iz metamorfovog tela, ve¢ 1 helijumom iz repa. Vredno je spomena da
deca u Kazahstanu Cesto metamorfima odsecaju repove i tako dolaze do jeftinih igracki -
prirodnih balona punjenih helijumom!

P relaz iz pete metamorfove (riblje) faze u $estu (zmijsku) propracen je delimicnom
evolutivnom regresijom, koja dovodi u pitanje naCelo da je ontogeneza kratka reka-
pitulacija filogeneze. Metamorf se, naime, od ko$ljoribe prvo pretvara u koloustu (koja je
primitivniji oblik ribe), pa tek onda u zmiju! Ovakva regresija jo$ je upecatljivija kod
pretvaranja uroborosa u drvo, Sto je metamorfa Cinilo narocito zanimljivim alhemi-
carima. Nije potrebno posebno napominjati koliko su metamorfove faze zmije, uroborosa
1 drveta bile omiljene u alhemiji. Srednjovekovni alhemicari prepoznavali su povezanost
ovih faza u zivotu metamorfa 1 nisu se priklanjali op$toj zabludi da su u pitanju posebna
razli¢ita bi¢a. Promene metamorfa shvatali su kao univerzalni simbol transmutacije
materije, od grubih minerala iz zemlje do savrsenog filozofskog jajeta.
nauci je dobro poznato drvece koje rada ptice ili Zivotinje. Spomenucu samo lupar-
U gusku koja pupi na posebnoj vrsti severnog bora, ili biljno jagnje - ¢uvenog Baro-
meca. Interesantno je, medutim, da u svom zivotnom ciklusu metamorf prolazi kroz dve
biljne faze: krilatu mandragoru 1 drvo s bodljikavim jajetom. Trnje bogato hlorofilom,
koje hrani jaje, samo je jos jedan primer savrSene evolutivne adaptacije naseg cudnovatog
bica. Stravi¢no piStanje trooke, trokljune ptice koja se izleze iz bodljikavog jajeta potvrd
uje pretpostavke da je metamorf u bliskom srodstvu s burmanskom krestavom musmu-
lom, ali 1 sa balkanskim cikavcima. Metamorf u fazi trooke trokljune ptice prikazan je
jo$ na hetitskim reljefima (Sto nas upucuje na njegovo maloazijsko poreklo), a najcuve-
nija heraldicka predstava ove ptice je na zastavi Svetog rimskog carstva iz 1336. O drev-
nosti metamorfa govori 1 ¢injenica da su u Egiptu, u arheoloskim slojevima Srednjeg
carstva (zo040-1640. pre n.e.), pronadene zvecke ispunjene njegovim repnim semenkama.
z ovih nekoliko uzgrednih napomena o metamorfu, trebalo bi jo$ jednom pohvali-
U ti istrazivaéki i umetni¢ki rad Rastka Cirica, koji je svojom studijom Priruénik za
gajenje domaceg metamorfa (Metamorphus domesticus), definitvno uvrstio ovo bice u red
priznatih i poznatih kriptobioloskih vrsta. Onima koji se odluce da slede Ciri¢eva uput-
stva 1 da uzgajaju metamorfa dao bih samo jedan savet: nikada ga ne terajte da vrti loptu
na nosu 1 da tapSe perajima!

A. Peragra$
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to absorb helium from the soil, allowing the Metamorph to mutate into the next phase.
The balloon, therefore, is not filled only with hot air from the Metamorph’s body, but
also with helium from the tail. One must mention that children from Kazakstan often
cut Metamorphs' tails to make themselves cheap toys - natural helium-filled balloons!
he passage from the fifth Metamorph's (fish) phase to the sixth (snake) phase is
marked with a partial evolutive regression, which questions the rule that ontogene-
sis 1s a short recapitulation of philogenesis. The Metamorph is, in fact, first transformed
from the skeleton-fish into Cyclostomata (a primitive form of fish), and after that into a
snake! This kind of regression is more expressively observed in the transformation of
uroboros into a tree, which made the Metamorph extremely interesting for alchemists. It
is not worth mentioning to what extent the Metamorph’s snake, uroboros and tree phases
were popular in alchemy. Medieval alchemists noticed the connection of the phases of
the life of a Metamorph and avoided the common prejudice that these forms were differ-
ent creatures. They considered the changes of a Metamorph as an universal symbol of
transmutation of matter, from the rough minerals out of the ground to the perfect phi-
losopher’s egg.
In science, trees that grow birds or animals are well known. I will just mention the
Barnacle Goose which grows out of a special variety of northern pine, or the
Vegetable Lamb - famous Barometz. It is interesting, therefore, that the Metamorph in
its life cycle, passes through two plant phases: the winged mandragora and the tree with
a thorn egg. The chlorophyll-rich thorns, that feed the egg, are just another example of
the perfect evolutionary adaptation of our strange creature. The horrible screeching of
the three-eyed, three-beaked, bird that came out of the thorny egg confirms the hypothe-
sis that the Metamorph is closely related to the Screaming Medlar from Burma, but also
to the Balkan Screechers. In the three-beaked bird phase, the Metamorph was present
already on Hittite reliefs (this reveals its Near East origin), and the best known heraldic
usage of that bird was in the flag of the Holy Roman Empire from 1336. Its ancient ori-
gin is confirmed by the fact that in archeological layers of the Egyptian Middle
Kingdom (2040-1640 B.C.) rattles filled with its tail seeds were found.
fter these few informal remarks on the Metamorph, credit should be given to
Rastko Ciri¢ for his research and artistic work; his essay The Home- Bred
Metamorph (Metamorphus domesticus) Cultivating Manual, definitely classifies this
being as an identified and known cryptobiological species. To those who decide to follow
Ciri¢s instructions and to cultivate the Metamorph, I would give one piece of advice:
never force it to spin a ball on its nose and clap with its fins.

A. Peragrash
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